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Subdued Mifflin, peaceful Revelry 
Madison police cracked 

down on enforcement of 
city ordinances during the 
unofficial Mifflin Street 
Block Party on Saturday, 
with a significant officer 
presence leading to 
diminished numbers of 
student attendees at the 
event.

The annual block party 
saw a subdued public 
presence on the street 
overall, with more police 
than party-goers present at 
several points throughout 
the day. Police efforts 
resulted in significantly 
fewer attendees and fewer 
incidents than in previous 
years, according to a 
Madison Police Department 
statement.

The exact number of 
citations had not yet been 
released on Sunday night, 
but the number will be 
signifi cantly lower than the 
545 citations issued at last 
year’s event, according to 
an MPD statement. There 
were also no significant 
incidents, the statement 
said.

Police were also sent 
home earlier than in past 
years, according to Ald. 
Mike Verveer, District 
4. The dedicated arrest 
processing center was 
vacant for the majority of 
the day, he added.

MPD spokesperson Joel 
DeSpain said police arrested 
two individuals by 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday.

Lt. Dave McCaw said the 
low number of citations 
indicated law enforcement 
was successful in reining 
in Mifflin. He said people 
were willing to listen and 
respect MPD’s approach to 
the event.

This year’s unofficial 
Mifflin Street Block Party 
was one of the least-
attended and most peaceful 
events in the party’s history, 
Verveer said.  

On April 10, Madison 
Police Department offi cials 
announced the city would 
no longer sanction the 
Miffl in Street Block Party as 
an offi cial event.

Madison’s alcohol policy 
coordinator Mark Woulf 
later clarified the city was 
not canceling the block 
party because the event 
could not be city-sanctioned 
without a group or business 
to sponsor the event’s 
permit.

In April, MPD officers 
distributed pamphlets about 
block party regulations to 
Mifflin residents. Tenants 
said officers were friendly, 
but they also discouraged 
them from throwing house 
parties. UW student Hillary 
Kump said officers warned 
her of the risks involved 
with throwing a party on 
Saturday.

“[The officer] said they 
could come in and give a 
citation without giving a 
warning fi rst,” Kump said.

Several residents said 
they were glad the police 
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Revelry Mifflin

Music, arts festival fi lls 82 percent capacity, hears positive reviews  

Amid calls for a 
tuition freeze from state 
lawmakers, financial 
records found the 
University of Wisconsin 
System’s reserve funds 
are expected to grow $150 
million by the end of June.

This information comes 

directly after Wisconsin 
legislators from both 
parties harshly criticized 
the UW System’s leaders 
following the recent 
discovery UW System had 
more than $1 billion in 
reserve funds, $648 million 
of which is unrestricted.

Rep. Steve Nass, R–
Whitewater, who is chair of 
the Assembly’s Colleges and 

Universities Committee, 
said the $648 million is 
a full quarter of the UW 
System’s budget.

UW System 
spokesperson David Giroux 
said the projected growth 
in reserve funds is a “very 
high level” and a “very 
preliminary prediction.” 
He added the true amount 
of money in the reserve 

funds for the UW System 
would be uncertain until 
the end of June, and the 
$150 million increase is 
the uppermost possible 
outcome.

The UW System’s 
assets grew $200 million 
since 2011, according to 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau’s 
April 19 report. If UW’s 
$150 million growth 

prediction is accurate, the 
system’s reserves would 
increase about 75 percent 
more within the next two 
months.

Nass attacked UW 
System leaders for the 
reserve funds and insisted 
an immediate tuition freeze 
for UW System schools be 
implemented.

“It’s a breach of public 

trust that these educational 
crooks would ask for more 
and more when they have 
this much already,” Nass 
said.

The proposed tuition 
freeze would hold tuition at 
its current levels for at least 
two years and has support 
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Annual block party sees smaller crowds, fewer arrests, citations

Live music stirred up 
the crowd at the inaugural 
Revelry Music and Arts 
Festival on Saturday, with 
the University of Wisconsin 
year-end event selling more 
than 3,000 tickets to the 
event.

The Wisconsin Union 
Directorate’s Revelry Music 
and Arts Festival hosted 11 
different artists and other 
entertainment activities in 
a daylong event, held in and 
outside Union South and on 
Randall Street.

The student-organized 
and student-run event sold 
3,050 of the 3,700 available 
tickets for the event, 
reaching about 82 percent 
of its intended capacity, 
according to a WUD 
statement.

With the purchase 
of a wristband, those in 
attendance were given an 
all-access pass to the day’s 
planned activities including 
performances by headliners 
Hoodie Allen and Toro Y 
Moi, a foam party, “Before 
I Die” art instillation and 
body paint.

Revelry’s Executive 
Director Sarah Mathews 
said attendance in the first 
hour of the day was slow, but 
reached around 1,000 when 
Delta Spirit performed and 
peaked with Hoodie Allen’s 
performance. She reiterated 
the event’s intention was 
to “add to and enhance the 
Madison social scene, not 
take anything away.”

The event saw a 
positive reception from 
its attendees, despite 
accusations toward 
the event planners for 
attempting to replace 
Miffl in. 

“A lot of people are 
saying, ‘Oh no, it’s like 
counter-Mifflin,’” UW 
senior and Revelry 
volunteer Greg Smith 
said. “Honestly, Mifflin is 
pretty busy right now, so 
I think you’re way better 
off to have something like 
Revelry in place. This is 
a great thing to do today 

that’s actually sanctioned 
and, if the cops are going 
to be dicks anywhere, it’s 
probably not going to be 
here.”

However, Jessica 
Borniger, a UW senior 
attendee who said she 
appreciated the vision for 
the event, emphasized the 
festival as simply another 
option for the day, in 
addition to the Mifflin 
Street Block Party.

“This is not negative 
Miffl in,” Borniger asserted. 

Alice Coyne
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had a strong presence on the 
street.

UW junior Matt Glutch 
said he was playing games 
with friends in front of their 
apartment on Mifflin Street. 
He said police officers 
reminded them to call for 
help if they needed to.

“They said to let them 
know if someone tried to 
come up and get in [our 
apartment],” Glutch said. 
“They were really nice.”

Other residents said 
they felt the police acted 
unpredictably at times and 
officers gave citations to 
people when they made 
honest mistakes.

Some party-goers said 
police alternated between 
extremes, with some offi cers 
allowing residents to take 
photos with their horses, and 
then, without missing a beat, 
arresting a man who crossed 

the street with alcohol in 
hand.

Madison resident 
Rosemary Lee, 75, said the 
number of police offi cers was 
“excessive” and reduced her 
enjoyment of the event. She 
said she counted about 18 
offi cers within one city block 
of Miffl in Street.

“I cannot condone the 
heavy handedness and what, 
I think today, is the excessive 
amount of law enforcement 
from the agencies that are 
here,” Lee said. “I know the 
police have to make sure 
everybody is safe … but still 
there is a right way and a 
wrong way to do it.”

Several students said 
MPD’s inconsistent 
enforcement of city 
ordinances unfairly 
targeted Mifflin, adding 
to their skepticism of law 
enforcement.

Residents of Miffl in Street 
said officers were vague 

when they explained the 
ordinances police would 
enforce. Determining 
whether a party was legal 
was highly subjective, Drew 
Doering, a recent UW 
graduate, said. 

UW senior Zhanna 
Godkin said there was a stark 
difference between how 
MPD enforced ordinances 
on Miffl in compared to other 
weekends throughout the 
year. 

“I can’t take them seriously 
anymore,” Godkin said. “Two 
days ago, we were having a 
party [with alcohol] on the 
sidewalk … and there was a 
cop sitting right there and he 
wasn’t doing [anything].”

UW senior Nicholas Karl 
said Mifflin’s character had 
changed. He said he felt he 
was no longer drinking at 
“Miffl in the party,” but rather 
on “some street named 
Mifflin.” He blamed the 
police, but only partially.

“If you get good bands to 
come, I will go see them. 
People are still enjoying 
the day on Mifflin and 
surrounding streets. It is 
the coolest scenario that 
could have happened...Well 
done, UW-Madison.”

Attendees with 
wristbands had the 
opportunity to leave and 
re-enter the event freely.

WUD Vice President 
of Public Relations Jose 
Cornejo said he saw many 
Mifflin-themed shirts 
at Revelry, specifically 
during the Hoodie Allen 
concert, adding this 

showed students were able 
to embrace Revelry as a 
complimentary event.

However, Anthony 
Lovenheim Irwin, a UW 
teaching assistant, said 
many of his students said 
they were not going to 
attend the festival as they 
were unfamiliar with 
the artists and wanted to 
show their support for the 
Miffl in Street Block Party.

“[My students] all said 
they were going to go to 
Mifflin to make a point,” 
Irwin said. “If Revelry were 
maybe held a different 
weekend, I think there 
would be so many more 
people here. Having 

them the same weekend 
makes the two events so 
much more opposed, and 
students don’t want to be 
told what to do.”

UW Police Department 
spokesperson Marc 
Lovicott said no arrests 
or citations were made 
at Revelry. One person, 
however, was transported 
to a detox facility, Lovicott 
said.

He said the festival was 
a very “peaceful” event, 
adding UWPD was happy 
to work so closely with 
WUD and looks forward to 
working with them at any 
potential Revelry Festivals 
in future years.

UW receives national ranking in physics research

An indication of the 
growing shift of physics 
research into the Midwest, 
a recent report ranked the 
University of Wisconsin 
among the top 20 institutes 
for physics research in the 
nation.

Nature’s Scientific 
Reports, which ranks 
the top cities for physics 
research worldwide, 
has measured “citation 
patterns” of papers 
published in American 
Physical Society since 
1995 and ranked UW at 
the number 19 spot. The 

statistics show a trend of 
physics research moving 
from the coasts and 
concentrating more in the 
Midwest.

Physics Department 
Associate Chair and 
professor Mark Rzchowski 
said UW’s physics 
department is involved in 
a diverse range of research 
areas.

In the College of Letters 
and Science, the physics 
department brings in the 
most external research 
dollars “by far” and, 
excluding the Medical 
School, brings in the most 
research dollars university-
wide, Rzchowski said.

“We have an outstanding 

group of faculty researching 
areas covering all different 
aspects of physics and its 
many different subfields,” 
Rzchowski said. “It’s not 
that common for a physics 
department to play such 
a key role in so many 
important advances and 
research areas.”

UW researchers have 
been the leaders in all sorts 
of cutting-edge discoveries, 
Rzchowski said, citing 
involvement in the research 
and discovery of the Higgs 
boson, a particle believed 
to be responsible for 
giving everything absolute 
mass. Rzchowski said UW 
researchers were leaders in 
the experiment to find this 

particle.
He said UW researchers 

have also found ways to 
monitor fetal heartbeats 
in a noncontact way, using 
magnetic fi eld detection. 

The Madison Symmetric 
Torus, a unique experiment 
to UW, explains how fusion 
power works and has been 
in place on campus for at 
least 20 years, Rzchowski 
said. 

Although Rzchowski said 
not too many places in the 
country are still involved 
in fusion research, plasma 
physics researchers at 
UW are still working to 
understand and harness this 
alternative and clean source 
of power. 

Rzchowski also 
referenced UW’s research 
involvement in work 
with neutrinos, particles 
that interact very weakly 
and therefore can travel 
incredible distances without 
being stopped. Rzchowski 
said in the South Pole, 
UW is leading research 
with these particles, using 
extensive equipment stored 
in ice to detect and track 
these neutrinos. 

“There are a lot of 
amazing things going on 
here,” Rzchowski said. “We 
are really only scratching 
the surface.”

Rzchowski said having 
faculty so closely involved 
in such forefront research 

is benefi cial for students as 
well, speaking to the unique 
in-classroom perspective it 
provides.

UW Physics Department 
Professor Thad Walker 
said he is not surprised by 
Madison’s high-ranking 
position for physics 
research.

“One of the things UW 
provides is an atmosphere 
where we can pursue 
knowledge for knowledge’s 
sake,” Walker said. “And it’s 
great to be at a place where 
that’s encouraged and 
flourishes. We try to hire 
the best people who attract 
the best students so we can 
continue to improve these 
sorts of rankings.”

Alice Coyne
Higher Education Editor

First community garden project to break ground
Dane County residents 

will have the opportunity 
to grow food together when 
the county breaks ground 
on the first community 
garden in its parks in the 
next several weeks.

The garden, located in 
the Badger Prairie County 
Park in Verona, allows 
residents to rent out plots 
to grow anything they 
want or to work together 
to grow food for the local 
food shelf, according to 
county supervisor Erika 
Hotchkiss. The garden is 
a pilot project, and if it is 

successful, county officials 
hope to expand the idea to 
additional parks, she said.

The allocated spot for 
the garden is part of the 
five acres currently farmed 
by the Community Action 
Coalition for South Central 
Wisconsin, according to 
John Migon, coordinator 
for the Badger Prairie 
Community Garden. Migon 
said he asked CAC if the 
county could borrow an 
acre to act as a garden 
for all residents and they 
agreed.

Hotchkiss explained 
the intent of the garden is 
to bring people together 
through a community 

project. Anyone can get 
involved in the food 
production process, he said.

“I hope it brings diverse 
groups of the community 
together,” Hotchkiss said. 
“I hope it teaches people 
things, whether it’s growing 
food in their own backyard, 
composting or other skills.”

Anyone can rent a 
plot, Hotchkiss said. In 
addition to local residents, 
the county is marketing 
the garden to school 
organizations, senior 
centers and the food pantry, 
she said.

The garden is designed 
to be a space where all 
residents will have access 

to healthy food, Hotchkiss 
said. Lower income 
residents can grow their 
own food and space in the 
garden will also be allocated 
specifically for the Verona 
Area Needs Network, a local 
food pantry, she said.

“I feel it’s important to 
have these spaces of land 
be dedicated to growing 
vegetables and food,” Migon 
said. “I think it’s important 
for people to be in those 
healing outdoor spaces and 
[the garden] is a great way 
to bring people together.”

Of the 90 available plots, 
60 are already reserved 
for residents interested in 
participating in the project, 

he said.
The garden is funded 

by the county and through 
fundraising efforts in the 
community, Hotchkiss 
said. The county included 
$40,000 in the current 
budget to go toward the 
garden, she said.

Initially the garden was 
slotted to be available for 
planting by the end of 
April, but the project faced 
several setbacks, Migon 
said.

Before residents can 
begin planting, the county 
must finish the well and 
irrigation system for the 
garden, Migon said. The 
cold weather that extended 

into spring and excessive 
amounts of rain kept work 
from progressing, he said. 
The garden’s opening will 
likely be a month behind 
the normal planting season, 
but the county hopes to 
have food growing by the 
summer, he said.

Hotchkiss said there is 
a strong possibility other 
Dane County parks could 
start a community garden 
in the near future. The 
county did not have to 
contribute much to the 
project because residents 
are very involved with the 
project and have reacted 
positively to the idea of 
more gardens, she said.

Dane County would favor local businesses in purchasing

The Dane County Board 
unveiled a plan last week 
that would give local 
businesses an edge over 
their competition when 
the county is looking to 
purchase products.

County supervisor Kyle 
Richmond said he proposed 
the ordinance because he 
wanted to strengthen the 
local economy. The county 
currently gives preference 
to locally-owned vendors 
and service providers for 
county initiatives, he said, 
and this ordinance would 

take this idea one step 
further by prioritizing local 
goods and materials for 
county projects as well.

“I think we need to 
strengthen our local 
economy and make sure we 
are maintaining as many 
businesses and jobs that 
feed the local economy as 

possible,” Richmond said.
Colin Murray, executive 

director of Dane Buy 
Local, said when the 
county needs materials 
for a service or a project, 
it would ask businesses 
to offer their goods at a 
price. If a local business 
puts up a bid for the 
county to consider, they 
are given preference over 
a business outside the 
county, he said.

For example, a county 
facility could need 50 
cases of tomatoes, Murray 
said. Tomato suppliers 
will vie for the county’s 
business by offering their 
goods for price. If a local 
supplier bids within a 
certain percent of another 
supplier, the county will 
offer the local supplier 
the chance to match the 
lower bid and receive the 
profits from the sale, he 
said.

Murray said the 
ordinance is an incentive 
for local businesses to 

sell to the county and 
keep their profits in the 
community. If the county 
gives local suppliers 
their business, the profi ts 
from those sales will be 
used elsewhere in Dane 
County.

For every $100 the 
county spends on local 
goods, $73 will stay in 
community, Murray said. 
For every $100 the county 
spends with national 
businesses, $43 will stay 
in the community, he said.

“[The ordinance] is 
recirculating money 
into the local economy,” 
Murray said. “It makes 
sense [Dane County] 
would want to keep their 
dollars local because it 
benefits the people that 
live in the county and 
increases tax revenue.”

Richmond added the 
ordinance is important 
because the county 
wants money, jobs and 
businesses to stay in the 
area. Many jobs have gone 

out of the state and the 
county, he said, and the 
ordinance is one way to 
encourage local business.

While the ordinance 
could benefit local tax 
revenue, it could also 
have costs for taxpayers, 
Richmond said. The 
county is agreeing to pay 
a slightly higher cost to 
purchase goods made in 
Dane County than they 
would if the goods came 
from out of the area, he 
said.

Richmond said he is not 
sure how great the effect 
would be for purchasing 
decisions in the county. By 
state law, the county is not 
allowed to give preference 
to local businesses for 
public works projects, 
only for goods and 
supplies, which are a 
much smaller portion of 
their budget.

The proposal will face 
final approval from the 
county board later this 
month.
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