
Published by Milwaukee Jewish Federation, Inc.
1360 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee, WI  53202-3094 NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

MILWAUKEE WI
PERMIT NO. 5632

INSIDE
Mother’s Day

Pages 25-27

INSIDE
Celebrations
Section II

Vol. XXXIV, No. 4                                                   May 2013 • Iyar/Sivan                                        www.jewishchronicle.org       

Chronicle
Jewish

The 
Wisconsin

Flag dance for Yom HaAtzmaut — Milwaukee Jewish Day School students performed a “flag dance” with
Israeli flags on April 21. This formed part of the Milwaukee community’s celebration of Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel’s Inde-
pendence Day. Photo by Leon Cohen. For photographs of this event, and of Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Memorial Day)
and Yom HaZikaron (Israel’s Memorial Day), see page 23.

By Joshua Becker
The great medieval rabbi-

philosopher-physician Mai-
monides advocated the middle
path in life, balance without
extremism.
Rabbi Dr. Edward Reichman of

Woodmere, N.Y., said this
description characterized his
father, Rabbi Bernard (Baruch)
Reichman, who died April 2 after
more than 50 years as spiritual
leader of Congregation Anshai
Lebowitz.
“My father stood for balance

and not being extreme in any way.
No one should ever be too
extremely angry or extremely
happy in life,” Edward said in a
recent telephone interview. “It
was my father’s outlook on life.”
Edward’s rabbi and attorney

brother, Howard Reichman of Sil-
ver Spring, Md., added, “Our father
was a bridge between extreme right
wing Orthodox and left wing
Reform. He was friendly with [all
denominational] rabbis; they
regarded him as a close colleague,
which isn’t true of all rabbis.”

And not only Jews, but people
from all walks of life held Reich-
man in high regard, Edward said.
“All clergy, non-Jewish, from all
different religions loved and
revered him. He respected every-
one and wasn’t judgmental.”

‘No one unimportant’
In a separate phone interview,

Rabbi Gil-Ezer Lerer, close family
friend to the Reichmans and spiri-
tual leader of Temple Menorah,
related how Reichman’s full
attention was given to every indi-
vidual.

Lerer remembers that he spent
Shabbat afternoons at the Reich-
man household while the rabbi
mentored bar mitzvah students.
“There was one-on-one time and
he enjoyed listening” to each stu-
dent, Lerer said.
“Our father really gave his total

attention to everybody who need-
ed it and [was] extremely dedicat-
ed to [the] synagogue and [the]
Jewish people,” said Howard. 
Eddie added that his father also

helped with adult bar mitzvah cel-
ebrations. “He was able to facili-
tate people accomplishing in life
what they never thought they
could accomplish. People would
say, ‘There’s no way I could do
this,’ [yet] they amazed themselves
at what they can do.”
In another phone interview,

Anshai Lebowitz’s co-president
Dan Chudnow said Reichman
“was much beloved by the entire
congregation. The members felt a
close connection with him. No
one was unimportant to him and
the congregation felt that.”

Rabbi Bernard Reichman
walked ‘the middle path’

See Page 24 Reichman

Rabbi Bernard Reichman (1927-2013)

By Leon Cohen
There are not many good things

to say about Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder — the severe anxiety
disorder many people suffer after
undergoing horrible and terrifying
experiences, from sexual abuse to
warfare.
Yet PTSD — learning about it

and about effective ways to help

people who suffer from it —
recently helped create a powerful
and positive bond between five
local helping professionals and
Israel.
Four social workers — Gina

Botshtein and Amy Biller Daniels
of Jewish Family Services, Car-
olyn Schuman of Chai Point,

PTSD helps helpers form
bonds to Israel, each other

See Page 18 PTSD

From left: Gina Botshtein, Andrea Smith, Amy Biller Daniels, Carolyn Schuman, and
Noam Wittlin at Lake Kinneret in Israel this past March. Photo provided by Elsie Craw-
ford.

Will seek 
community 
input before
implementing
By Leon Cohen
The board of directors of the

Harry & Rose Samson Family Jew-
ish Community Center on April
24 approved two resolutions.
These state, according to texts fur-
nished by JCC executive director
Mark Shapiro:
• “The JCC’s opening time on

Saturdays shall be 8 a.m.”
• “The JCC shall explore, cre-

ate, and implement programming
on Saturdays consistent with the
mission and vision of the JCC,
while respecting the unique role

of other Jewish institutions.”
However, as Shapiro empha-

sized in a telephone interview
with The Chronicle on April 25,
this does not mean the JCC soon
will be changing its Saturday
opening time from noon to 8 a.m.
or will be creating any new Satur-
day programming.
“No changes will be imple-

mented related to the board’s deci-
sion until the JCC has opened the
process to the entire community
for their input,” Shapiro said.
He added that the JCC has “no

deadline, there is no timeline,
there is no time frame” for imple-
menting these decisions. “We feel
that if there is a deadline or time
frame, we’d be sending a message
to the community that this had
already been done. It is not done,”

JCC board approves
Saturday a.m. hours 

See Page 7 JCC



By Bennet Goldstein
Madison — “Abie the Fish-

man” was a Jewish archetype in
American humor, a fictional,
Czechoslovakian immigrant fish
peddler who most famously
appeared in the 1930 Marx Broth-
ers movie “Animal Crackers.”
But this figure proved an appro-

priate embodiment of a theme
explored at a University of Wis-
consin-Madison academic confer-
ence this past month.
The Conney Project on Jewish

Arts hosted its annual conference
April 9-12 at UW-Madison. With
support from the Mosse Weinstein
Center for Jewish Studies, the
project provides a forum for edu-
cation and study of Jewish contri-
butions to the arts.
This year’s conference, organ-

ized by Prof. Douglas Rosenberg,
addressed the subject of “Diaspo-
ras.” Presentations, lectures and
artistic performances explored
Jewish nomadism and ways such
experiences have shaped Jewish
identities.
Prof. Josh Kun of the University

of Southern California Annen-
berg School for Communication
and Journalism delivered the
keynote address about Abie the
Fishman to an audience of 50.
Kun studies the cultural connec-
tions among popular music, glob-
alization, and Jewish history.
And Kun viewed Abie’s chang-

ing incarnations as reflecting Jew-
ish identity in Jewish-American
performers.
Abie was the stereotype of the

Jew as the permanent immigrant
outsider — a metaphorical birth-
mark Jews could never quite shake
off as they assimilated into Ameri-
can life.

Punished for hiding
Some entertainers concealed

their Jewishness. Unfortunately,
Kun said, hiding was confirmation
of another stereotype.
“This was also the very trait

which anti-Semitism mixed part
of its central attack: The Jews are
tricky. They could be lurking any-
where. Don’t trust appearances,”
Kun said. “Anti-Semitism likes it
both ways.”
Kun noted American Jews

were, at mid-century, punished for
hiding their Jewishness. Several
Jewish entertainers were targeted
in the 1940s and 50s by the House
Un-American Activities Com-
mittee.
According to Kun, the leading

member of the committee, Rep.
John Rankin (D-Miss., 1882-
1960), turned the inquiries into
anti-Semitic investigations.
Rankin made it a point to reveal
Jewish actors by disclosing their
original Jewish-sounding names.
However, Hollywood Jews were

suspect not because of their
Judaism per se, but rather their
trickery in attempting to hide it.
“The goal of the blacklist was

not to out Jewish entertainers as
Jews — they knew they were Jews

— but to punish them for being
mimics,” Kun said. “To be a good
American, the blacklist insisted,
was to stop acting, stop vanishing.”
The strategy Jewish performers

had traditionally used in vaude-
ville was to adopt the dress of
Abie the Fishman.
“It was a comic disguise that

had become de rigueur for Jewish
entertainers in the early 20th cen-
tury,” Kun said. “The baggy pants,
the oversize derby, mispronuncia-
tions, wild gesticulations” were
used by “performers like David
Warfield, Joe Welch, and Julian
Rose.”
Paradoxically, Kun said, adopt-

ing caricatures of Jewishness
allowed Jews to perform openly as
Jews. To the non-Jewish public,
Jews were not really acting if they

looked like Abie. This allowed
Jews to vanish behind a caricature
of Jewishness, another form of
concealment.
By the 1930s, Abie had faded as

the mask Jews wore in their hopes
to assimilate. “If it was no longer
OK for Jews to wear the Abie
mask, what was once seen as an
antidote to anti-Semitism was
after the [Second World War]
seen as anti-Semitism,” he said.
Kun ended by speaking of

singer-songwriter Bob Dylan’s
destruction of his Jewishness,
when he buried his upbringing as
Robert Allen Zimmerman of Min-
nesota.
According to Kun, Dylan’s eva-

sion was not a concealment of the
birthmark of Jewishness. Rather,
Dylan symbolically killed it, evi-

dent in his
mangled ver-
sion of
“‘Hava Nagi-
la,’ the Jew-
ish theme
song of all
t h e m e
songs.”
“On the

one hand, the
song is foreign, [Dylan] can’t pro-
nounce it, it is not his,” Kun said.
“Yet, Bob Dylan winks at us. It is
his, he just chooses to not perform
it as it should be performed. Dylan
knew who he was and who he was
pretending to be, which [makes]
‘Talkin’ Hava Nagila Blues’ a song
about not singing ‘Hava Nagila,’ a
performance about the refusal to
perform.”

Other conference highlights
included a performance by the
Yiddish punk rock band, the
RAKHMONES; and a staged pro-
duction of “If the Whole Body
Dies: Raphael Lemkin and the
Treaty Against Genocide,” writ-
ten by Robert Skloot, UW profes-
sor emeritus of theater and Jewish
studies.
The coupling of academicians

and artists helped create what
conference speakers routinely
referred to as a “practice-theory”
model of idea sharing, where ideas
flowed between performance and
scholarly analysis.

Bennet Goldstein is a recent grad-
uate of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison with a master’s degree in
the history of science, and is current-
ly a Madison-based freelance writer.

May 2013 • Section I, Page 9Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle

MADISON

We will not rest

 
ubs.com/workingwithus. 

®  
 

As a top advisor, The Burish Group has the expertise, insight and resources that can enhance your 
financial perspective and help you develop the right strategy to achieve your financial goals. In 

addition to our skills and service, what sets us apart from other Financial Advisors is our ability to 
truly listen to our clients. By partnering with you, we can develop a customized strategy for your 

needs and goals—so you always have the confidence to move forward in any environment. 
Please contact us today, and see what a difference our team can make in your financial life. 

Discover the difference between Wisconsin’s 2013  
top-rated advisor’s strategy and your own.

 The Burish Group
 
• Over $2.7 billion of assets under management.  
•  Andy Burish is the only Financial Advisor to be named 

number one in Wisconsin for 2013 and for the past  
five consecutive years by the prestigious financial  
journal Barron’s* Top 1,000 Advisors list.

•  Recognized for the past six consecutive years on  
Barron’s* Top 100 Financial Advisors in the U.S. list.

Andrew D. Burish, CIMA®

Managing Director

411 East Wisconsin, Suite 1700
Milwaukee, WI 53202
262-794-0872
andrew.burish@ubs.com

Visit our video library to learn more about 
The Burish Group at ubs.com/team/burishgroup

*Barron’s is a highly respected, weekly newspaper covering U.S. 
financial information. It has been published by Dow Jones & 
Company since 1921.

‘Abie the Fishman’ embodies ‘Diasporas’ at conference

Josh Kun


