
By Leon Cohen
When Bert L. Bilsky became

the executive director of the Jew-
ish Community Foundation 33
years ago, he did something many
office workers do — put framed
pictures on his desk.

But one of them was not a pic-
ture of his family. It was a finan-
cial statement showing the status
of the JCF: The number of funds
— “about 35,” Bilsky said in a
recent interview — and the dollar
amount of assets it then had,
about $1.8 million.

As Bilsky prepares to retire
completely, effective June 20,
from his work at the JCF — he
stopped being executive director
two years ago and has been senior
legacy advisor since then — the

JCF now has more than 700 funds
and assets of about $115 million.

“I feel so fortunate to have a
measure, a benchmark of where
things were when I started and
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By Jeff Jones
Seeking to stop bigotry and pro-

mote respect across lines of cul-
ture, religion, tradition, class and
gender, the Milwaukee Jewish
Federation will unveil Hours
AgainstHate.org on June 18.

The simple message of the site
and campaign is: Pledge an hour
to do something for someone who
doesn’t look like you, pray like
you, love like you or live like you. 

“We ask everyone locally and
internationally who are outraged
by hate to pledge an hour to help
end it,” said Hannah Rosenthal,
president and chief executive offi-
cer of the Milwaukee Jewish Fed-
eration.

“We must subdue the increase
of intolerance and hatred both in
our community and worldwide,”
Rosenthal continued. “If we can
take away anything from the
havoc at the Sikh Temple in Oak
Creek last year, it is to join
together to knock-out hatred in
all its evil and ugly forms.”

Rosenthal co-founded the origi-

nal Hours Against Hate initiative,
which took the form of a Face-
book page, in her former role at
the U.S. State Department as
Special Envoy to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism, along
with Special Representative to
Muslim Communities Farah Pan-
dith.

They developed the concept at
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
in Vienna, Austria on Feb. 17,
2011, and Facebook users in 2012

more than quadrupled its original
goal of hours pledged.

The new website and campaign,
initiated by the MJF in partner-
ship with the State Department,
will officially launch at the Jewish
Community Relation Council’s
75th Anniversary Celebration,
Tuesday, June 18, 7 p.m., at the
Pfister Hotel. (See related article
on page one.)

One of the planned highlights

Hours Against Hate mobilizes
people to combat bigotry

The co-founders of Hours Against Hate: Farah Pandith (left) and Hannah Rosenthal.

See Page 23 Hours

By Amy Waldman
With many 75-year-olds, suc-

cesses achieved over the years
never make the news. They are
savored instead as quiet triumphs,
the job done well its own reward.

That’s not quite the case for
Milwaukee’s primary Jewish com-
munity relations council, which is
celebrating its 75th birthday this
year.

Many of its quiet successes were
newsworthy. That they never
became news items is a testament
to the work of council members,
officers and executive directors.

“Community relations require
behind-the-scenes work,” said
Elana Kahn-Oren, the current
director. “Your best success is the
story you can’t tell because you
prevented a problem from hap-
pening.”

The council and its many
friends will be celebrating that
record with an event on Tuesday,

June 18, 7 p.m., at the Pfister
Hotel.

This organization has had three
names over the years. It was
founded as the Milwaukee Jewish
Council in 1938; became the Mil-
waukee Jewish Council for Com-
munity Relations in 1993; and in
2010 was reorganized and
renamed the Jewish Community
Relations Council of the Milwau-
kee Jewish Federation.

An article in the Dec. 23, 1938,
issue of The Chronicle quoted
Bert Broude, the founding chair,
as saying that the MJC was creat-
ed to be “a clearing house for com-
munity problems,” and “a deliber-
ative body formed for the purpose
of hearing complaints, evaluating
various plans of action to safe-
guard Jewish rights and then
advising the Jewish community as
to the policies which it thinks
best.”

By Susan Ellman
“I’m in Milwaukee to invite you

to fight for the values you believe
in in the Jewish state, because if
you don’t fight for them, then you
might wake up one morning and
not recognize Israel. Israel is way
too important to be left to
Israelis.”

So said Israeli activist Anat
Hoffman to an audience estimated
at 150 at Congregation Beth Israel
Ner Tamid on May 20.

Hoffman is executive director
of the Israel Religious Action
Center, the arm of the Reform
movement that advocates for civil
rights and religious pluralism in
Israel.

She is also chair of Nashot
HaKotel, or Women of the Wall,
the group that has been demon-
strating for “the social and legal
recognition of our right, as

women, to wear prayer shawls,
pray, and read from the Torah col-
lectively and out loud at the
Western Wall,” according to the
group’s website.

To illustrate some of her points,
Hoffman put on her official red,

white and purple Nashot HaKotel
tallit during her presentation.
Although American audiences
might be familiar with the sight of
a woman in a prayer shawl, it’s
almost always a first for Israelis,
she said.

“For all its brilliant technology
(cell phones, cherry tomato, drip
irrigation, more Nobel Prizes than
China or India), Israel is Jewishly
bankrupt,” Hoffman said.

“You get a ticket to Israel, and
you think, ‘I’m going to the Club
Med of the Jewish soul, the Dis-
neyland of the Jews.’ And I’m
telling you, you come from the
Disneyland of the Jews. There’s
more innovation here than we
have in Israel,” Hoffman said.

“The reason is we don’t have
the arguing that we’ve always had
as Jews: with ourselves, each

Hoffman says, ‘Israel is too
important to be left to Israelis’

Anat Hoffman speaking at Congregation
Beth Israel Ner Tamid on May 20. Photo
by Leon Cohen.
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By Bennet Goldstein
It is official: Wisconsin for the

first time in its history has women
in charge of the Jewish federations
of both of its two largest cities.

On April 23, Dina Weinbach
became the second, when the
board of directors of the Jewish
Federation of Madison unani-
mously appointed her the JFM
executive director.

Weinbach, who grew up in
Madison, thereby joins her former
Sunday School teacher, Hannah
Rosenthal, who has been the pres-
ident and chief executive officer
of the Milwaukee Jewish Federa-
tion since the summer of 2012.

In a recent interview, Wein-
bach said the JFM currently faces
two challenges, but she views
them as opportunities for the
organization’s growth.

The first is the need to raise
additional money for the JFM’s
annual Tzedakah Campaign. The
funds are used to support organiza-
tions like Jewish Social Services,
the University of Wisconsin Hil-
lel, as well as global initiatives.

Another challenge, Weinbach
said, is having enough space for
the JFM’s daily operations at the
Max Weinstein Jewish Communi-
ty Building.

“The office building we have
outgrown,” she said. “A lot of peo-
ple have two people in their
office. There’s not a lot of storage
space.”

To address these administrative
needs, as well as those of Madi-
son’s Jewish community, the JFM
is conducting an assessment and
developing a strategic plan to find
solutions. 

“I think the Madison Jewish
community is a very strong com-
munity,” Weinbach said. “As to
where it’s headed, I hope that we
will continue to do the work that
we are doing on so many levels,
and continue to bring in new peo-
ple and keep them engaged and
interested. We are certainly open
to innovation and new ideas.”

Search process
Weinbach had been serving as

the interim director since July
2012 when the previous director,
Jill Hagler, took a position at the
Greater Miami Jewish Federation
in Florida.

During the nine month selec-
tion process, a search committee
headed by past JFM president Jim
Youngerman interviewed three
candidates out of 35 who applied,
according to an article written by
JFM President Deborah Minkoff. 

Youngerman said in an inter-
view that the search process was
fair, objective and transparent.

“Our charge was to conduct a
broad national search,” he said.
“We considered a number of can-

didates from outside of Madison,
from different areas of the coun-
try, one from outside the coun-
try…. We carefully evaluated
strengths and weaknesses, meas-
ured against the job description
and what we were looking for.”

Youngerman said the search
committee had the opportunity to
gauge Weinbach’s performance
during the nine months she
served as interim director. He said
the committee observed many
positive qualities in their evalua-
tion.

Weinbach was familiar with the
organization of the JFM, created
positive relationships with com-
munity members, contributed to
staff morale and secured impor-
tant donations, he said.

“We were aware of the fact that
we had a situation that was work-
ing well,” he said. “So the ques-
tion is: Would you change that?
… [W]e didn’t find anybody in
our search that was so compelling
that it would cause us, at the end
of the day, to make a change when
the person that is in the position
has demonstrated that [she was]
really doing a very good job.”

This is Weinbach’s 19th year
working for the JFM. She started
in 1994 as the first full time pro-
gram director of what was then
known as the Madison Jewish
Community Council. According
to an article on the JFM’s website,
Weinbach oversaw more than 18
programs, including Camp
Shalom, Midrasha, Chug Ivrit and
Gan HaYeled.

Weinbach said working as the
executive director is “very differ-
ent” from her previous job respon-
sibilities.

“I still work with a lot of volun-
teers and lay leaders, board mem-
bers, panels and committees, but
they are different than they were
when I was program director,” she
said. “Now I work more with
fundraising [and] community rela-
tions — the day-to-day running of
the organization.”

Given the smaller size of the
JFM compared to those in cities
like Milwaukee or Chicago,
Weinbach oversees a broad array

Weinbach named
head of Madison 

federation

Dina Weinbach
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The Milwaukee Jewish Day
School successfully completed its
work in a nationwide social media
project in April.

MJDS was one of 20 Jewish day
schools chosen this past Septem-
ber by Darim Online to partici-
pate in a Jewish Day School
Social Media Academy.

According to a news release
from Darim, this academy “is an
intensive program designed to
help Jewish day schools advance
their strategic use of social media
in areas such as communication,
marketing, community building,
alumni relations and develop-
ment.”

Janaan Glass, MJDS marketing
and communications director, said
in a recent telephone interview
that participating in this project
“allowed us to take our use of

social media to the next level.”
Throughout the 2012-13 aca-

demic year, participating schools
were required to do a variety of
things, including send representa-
tives to meetings in New York,
participate in webinars and meet
fundraising challenges.

“The idea was to show different
ways to explore social media” and
learn “how to use them better,”
said David Hercenberg, MJDS
digital media and marketing spe-
cialist, whom Darim listed as
MJDS’s “team leader” for this
project.

As part of its effort, Glass and
Hercenberg said the school com-
mitted to raising $10,000 through
social media, an amount that
would be matched by the academy
project’s funder, The AVI CHAI
Foundation.

According to Glass, the school
set up a page at the fundraising
website rally.org, and invited par-
ents of students and school alumni
to set up their own pages there
through which people could make
contributions.

“We need to go where our
donors are and need to make
[donating] as simple as possible,”
said Glass. “Using an online
fundraising platform opens us to a
new group of donors that might
not have given in the past.”

Glass said MJDS posted its
rally.org page in mid-March and
in four weeks achieved its goal.

Glass and Hercenberg said the
school will try this kind of
fundraising again, but “not until
the next school year,” said
Hercenberg.

Leon Cohen
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MJDS succeeds at social media project

David Hercenberg and Janaan Glass

of activities that larger federations
may delegate to multiple staff
members.

“It was interesting because
when I [visited] Milwaukee, I met
so many wonderful people at the
[Milwaukee Jewish Federation],
and they were asking me who
their counterparts would be in
Madison,” she said. “For the most
part, it’s me.”

Throughout her work as pro-
gram director, Weinbach said she
made it a point to collaborate
with community partners. She
said, as executive director, she is
meeting even more people in the
larger community.

Weinbach said the JFM may
collaborate with several cities,
including Milwaukee, in a pro-
gram called “Partnership2Geth-
er.” The program pairs Jewish
communities in the U.S. with
those in Israel. Madison has been
invited to join Milwaukee, Tulsa,
Okla.; and St. Paul, Minn., in a
partnership with communities in
Israel’s Sovev Kinneret (Around
Lake Kinneret) region.

“I think on one level, it would
be very nice to be in that partner-
ship with Milwaukee because
then we could certainly work
together and share programs and
resources between our two com-
munities, which are obviously
very close when it comes to dis-
tance in Wisconsin,” she said.

Bennet Goldstein is a recent grad-
uate of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison with a master’s degree in
the history of science and is currently
a Madison-based freelance writer.
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