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SPARTANS TOPPLE TIGERS
No. 15 Grundy Center girls stop South Hardin in NICL West action • B1

MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA

Supplying an education
In the face of economic
hardship, central Iowa

educators work to 
furnish learning 

opportunities
By BENNET GOLDSTEIN

TIMES-REPUBLICAN
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Surrounded by his mother and sisters, Rogers Elementary School second grader Juan Landeros shows off his school supplies to his teacher Julie Underhill, at right, during a school open house held in August.
Underhill says teachers often run out of classroom supplies during the year.

US stock market drops, ending
its worst week since 2011

NEW YORK — A wave of late selling pummeled
U.S. stocks Friday and pushed the market to its worst
week in four years. The dismal start to the new year
comes as investors worry that China’s huge economy
is slowing down. | A7

Powerball soars to $800M
as states see strong sales

DES MOINES — With Powerball sales breaking
previous records, the odds are growing that someone
will win Saturday night’s $800 million jackpot — but
if no one matches all the numbers, the next drawing is
expected to soar past $1 billion. | C1
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Crawford sworn-in as associate judge

By MIKE DONAHEY 

TIMES-REPUBLICAN

A Marshall County grand
court room replete with fam-
ily, friends, fellow judges, at-
torneys, law enforcement
personnel and others wit-
nessed Paul Crawford’s
swearing-in as associate judge
Friday. 

Fittingly, Judge Kim Riley
of Marshalltown gave the oath
of office.

Riley was one of two
judges “he most admired,”
Crawford  said. 

The other being Judge Carl
Baker of Iowa City. 

Riley, in her opening re-

marks, said it was an honor to
preside over the event, having
known Crawford for 25 years.

She emphasized his ap-
pointment was merit-based
and not political.

Crawford had been a for-
midable opponent when both
were attorneys.

“Regardless of the out-
come, I had the utmost respect
for Paul,” she said. 

She lauded him for his
legal and personal skills.

Immediately after the
swearing-in Crawford’s
daughters, Libby and Lainey,
helped their dad put on the tra-
ditional black judge’s robe.

In his remarks from the

bench, Crawford paid high
tribute to both daughters, and
cited his wife Sue, for being
with him “through thick and
thin.”

He said she had been pa-
tient in his seven previous at-
tempts over the years to be
appointed judge.

He thanked his father, who
urged him to continue with law
school even though Crawford
had become disenchanted  dur-
ing his first year of law school
at the University of Iowa.

“I told him I hated law
school,” he said.

A theme of perseverance
was central in Crawford’s re-
marks, as he urged his fellow

lawyers, if so inclined to pur-
sue a judgeship, to “keep try-
ing.”

Despite being turned down
seven previous attempts,
Crawford remained un-
daunted.

The swearing-in was a for-
mality, as Crawford began his
duties in Story County Jan. 4.
He joked that he presided over
a jury trail in Boone on Jan. 5,
and two court officials had
called in sick. 

Crawford, known for his
sense of humor, wondered out
loud if they were “sick of
him,” much to the delight of

T-R PHOTO BY MIKE
DONAHEY 

Judge Kim
Riley, back to
camera, gives

the oath to As-
sociate Judge
Paul Crawford

Friday after-
noon in the

grand court-
room of the

Marshall
County Court-

house while
Crawford’s
daughters,

Libby, left, and
Lainey look on.

Crawford
serves area 2B
of Iowa’s sec-

ond judicial
district.
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Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto, flanked by Interior Minister
Miguel Angel Osorio Chong, left, and National Defense Secretary
Slavador Cienfuegos Zepeda gestures during a press conference
following the capture of fugitive drug lord Joaquin "El Chapo" Guz-
man, in Mexico City, Friday.

Drug lord ‘El Chapo’
Guzman recaptured
by Mexican marines

By E. EDUARDO CASTILLO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEXICO CITY — The
world’s most-wanted drug lord
was recaptured in a daring raid
by Mexican marines Friday, six
months after he fled through a
tunnel from a maximum secu-
rity prison in a made-for-Holly-
wood escape that deeply
embarrassed the government
and strained ties with the United
States.

Mexican President Enrique
Pena Nieto announced the cap-
ture of Joaquin “El Chapo”

Guzman using his Twitter ac-
count: “Mission accomplished:
we have him.”

Few had thought Guzman
would be taken alive, and few
now believe Mexico will want
to try to hold him a third time in
Mexican prisons.  He escaped
from maximum-security facili-
ties in 2001 and on July 11,
2015, the second breakout espe-
cially humiliating for the Pena
Nieto administration, which
only held him for less than 18
months.

GUZMAN | A3
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Editor’s Note: This is the
first of a two-part series about
educators’ efforts to provide
school supplies for students in
the Marshalltown School Dis-
trict. The second story pub-
lishes January 10th. 

In mid-August, Patricia
Klaas walked through
the Wal-Mart Super-

center’s back-to-school aisles
with her granddaughters.

Klaas’ shopping cart was
laden with notebooks and back-
packs for the five girls, all Mar-
shalltown students.

Later, Klaas recalled she
spent $500 to $600 on each
granddaughter, a bill that con-
sisted of school supplies, cloth-
ing and registration fees.

“When you have one child
it’s probably not a big deal,”
she said, “but when you have
five kids it’s just overwhelm-
ing.”

But purchasing classroom
supplies is important. In the
Marshalltown School District,
parents’ contributions are inte-
gral to student instruction and
one of the primary means by
which teachers acquire materi-
als for daily use in the class-
room.

According to local educa-
tors, the supplies teachers re-
ceive are not always sufficient
to last through the school year,
even the basics.

“The things we run out of
all the time are Kleenex and
pencils,” observed Rogers Ele-
mentary School teacher Julie
Underhill.

While periodic supply
shortages are something many
schools face, widespread
poverty in Marshalltown may
make circumstances more try-
ing.

As of the latest federal
count, the city was home to
about 27,700 people. About 71
percent of the district’s 4,780
students are eligible for free or
reduced lunch, and the major-
ity of them qualify for free.

To receive free lunch, a stu-
dent’s household income must
be no greater than 130 percent
of the federal poverty level —
about $31,500 for a family of
four.

Many community leaders
attribute the hardship to the
working conditions and lan-
guage barriers experienced by
Marshalltown’s Hispanic and
Burmese communities, which
together comprise more than
25 percent of the city’s popula-
tion.

Students have arrived at
school at the start of the aca-
demic year without some, or
any, of the items on the recom-
mended supply lists.

School staff said they re-
spond by furnishing students
with materials, some donated
by agencies, service clubs,
businesses, parent-teacher or-
ganizations, churches and fam-
ilies. Principals purchase
others with school funds.

“We never go without pro-
viding the kids with what they
need,” said Woodbury Elemen-
tary School principal Anel
Garza. “I know I’ve always
told my teachers our students
are our priority. So if we need
to provide some tool or re-
source that’s going to enhance
their learning, then we will,
given that we have the budget.”

But in recent years, state
funding, on which school dis-
tricts rely to finance opera-
tions, has been in flux.
Legislative belt-tightening has
reduced the dollars principals
and teachers have on hand to
purchase classroom resources
and instructional materials.

To fill those gaps, many
Marshalltown principals and
teachers report using money
from their own pockets.

Supply list
As Underhill’s new pupils

filed into her classroom the
evening before the first day of
school, she greeted each sec-

ond grader like an old friend:
“I’ve been waiting for you

to come to my room, for so
many years. And now you’re
finally here!”

Rogers Elementary hosted
an open house in August to
give families a chance to meet
teachers and drop off school
supplies.

Crouching next to Leslie
Murillo, Underhill marveled at
the brightly colored spiral
notebooks, zebra-print pencil
box and double-zip sandwich
baggies Murillo pulled from
her backpack.

Letting her
students show
off each item
is part of Un-
d e r h i l l ’ s
hearty wel-
come.

“It’s the lit-
tle things that
excite them,”
she said.

Following
her students’
visits, Under-
hill sorted the
materials into
rubber bas-
kets. Glue
sticks in one,
highlighters in
another.

In many
Marshalltown
e l e m e n t a r y
c lass rooms,
some supplies
are shared and
others stored
for students’
individual use.

Principals
recommend,
but cannot re-
quire, that
families pur-
chase items on
a list circu-
lated before
the start of the
school year.

For fami-
lies, providing
supplies can
strain household budgets, espe-
cially when they have several
students to shop for or need to
purchase additional items so
their children can complete as-
signments at home.

Based on prices offered by
Wal-Mart and some Internet re-
tailers two weeks before school
started, Aug. 25, customers
purchasing supplies for a Mar-
shalltown elementary student
would likely have paid (de-
pending on the student’s grade
level) between $27 and $34,
comparable to the cost of sup-
plies requested in two neigh-
boring school districts.

“Even if you’re not poverty
level, it’s expensive to send
your kids back to school,”
noted Karen Frohwein, director
of the House of Compassion, a
Marshalltown agency that do-

nates supplies to families in
need.

Marshalltown School Dis-
trict administrators have made
a concerted effort to winnow

the list to reduce costs — at the
elementary level, to approxi-
mately $10.

“The two questions we look
at are, ‘What are the needs of
the students?’ and then, ‘What

is reasonable?’ as we consider
our parents’ ability to pay,” As-
sociate Superintendent Susan
Pecinovsky said.

But a list is only as effective
in stocking classrooms as the
number of families who bring

the items on it.
“Unfortunately, not every

family is able to provide the
full set for their child,” said
Woodbury Elementary second-
grade teacher Becky Jacobson.
“People might not be aware
how much we contribute to the
supplies that are used during
the day to keep a classroom
running.”

Educators’ pockets
The reasons why teachers

spend personal money on their
classrooms are as varied as the
materials they purchase.

Some said it is easier to
swing by a store and buy sup-
plies than ask their building
principal. Others wish to pur-
chase an item that increases
their productivity or gives a

classroom lesson a boost with
a special activity.

But student poverty is al-
ways a factor.

Several teachers said as
many as half their students ar-
rived with a portion of re-

quested supplies, and a hand-
ful none at all. As educators,
they feel compelled to fill in.

“Should students show up
in my classroom without sup-
plies, I’m definitely going to
do what I can to make sure
they have them, even if it
comes out of my own pocket,”
said Matthew Nevins, Anson
Elementary School third-
grade teacher.

School principals person-
ally contribute too.

Adjacent to principal Ron-
nie Manis’ office at Anson El-
ementary is a closet stocked

with items
such as
crayons, com-
position note-
books and
m a r k e r s .
Manis said he
tries to keep
the shelves
full by shop-
ping for sup-
plies when he
spots a sale.

“It’s not
the best situa-
tion, but I
think some-
times we may
be in a little
bit better po-
sition than
some of our
families,” he
said.

A national
survey con-
ducted by the
n o n - p r o f i t
Communities
in Schools
found 91 per-
cent of teach-
ers reported
p u r c h a s i n g
supplies for
their students
during the
2 0 1 4 - 1 5
school year.
I n s t r u c t o r s
spent an aver-
age of $279,
according to

an Agile Education Marketing
survey.

Even the federal govern-
ment recognizes teachers’ per-
sonal investment by providing
a tax deduction for out-of-
pocket classroom expenses.

When asked, a few Mar-
shalltown parents said they
wish teachers would not be the
ones who provide supplies.

Speaking through an inter-
preter, Dianelva Beltre, who
has four children attending
district schools, said, “It
would be great if there was
help from the state or other
agencies.”

Beatriz Perez, mother of
five Marshalltown students,
encouraged staff to reach out
to parents.

“I think it would be a good
idea if teachers send home a

list of supplies they need. The
school shouldn’t stop from
asking the parents,” she said
through an interpreter. “If we
have the money and we can,
we’ll do it.”

While many Marshalltown
educators expressed a general
willingness to absorb costs,
several said they do their best
to minimize spending.

“No matter what, within
our building we always make
sure that we have what we
need,” Anson Elementary
kindergarten teacher Jessica
Althaus said. “Using the
teacher’s own money is our
last resource.”

Sometimes faculty have
extra materials to share with
colleagues.

Teachers said they apply
for grants or appeal to busi-
nesses and friends for dona-
tions. They also conserve
resources. For instance, Al-
thaus collects crayon frag-
ments so she can melt them
into new ones.

But there are limits to what
sharing and crafting can ac-
complish, second-grade
teacher Jacobson said, partic-
ularly when teachers across
Iowa face similar budgetary
constraints.

The money school princi-
pals have on hand to purchase
supplies and instructional ma-
terials depends, in part, on
state support for public educa-
tion; but dwindling growth in
state appropriations has
loomed over Iowa educators
like thunderheads.

“I just think overall the sit-
uation is more dire than peo-
ple think,” Jacobson said.
“We’re cutting, cutting, cut-
ting, cutting.”

———

Contact Bennet Goldstein at 641-753-
6611 or bgoldstein@timesrepublican.com.
Follow him on Twitter @bennetgoldstein
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T-R GRAPHIC BY BENNET GOLDSTEIN

SOURCE: MARSHALLTOWN WAL-MART SUPERCENTER

Shoppers purchasing all recommended school supplies for a Marshalltown School District K-4 student in August would have paid between $27 and $34, based on costs of
the least expensive items displayed at a local retailer. Across grade levels, item prices vary because different quantities were requested, while blank spaces indicate no
items were requested.

T-R GRAPHIC BY BENNET GOLDSTEIN

SOURCE: IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Three of the Marshalltown School District’s six elementary schools with the greatest percentage of stu-
dents who qualify for free lunch are Rogers Elementary, at 74.2 percent, Woodbury Elementary, at 72.4
percent, and Anson Elementary, at 71.2 percent. The number of K-4 students who attend each school is
221, 351 and 316, respectively.

Matt Nevins,
Third Grade
Teacher

“Should stu-
dents show up
in my class-
room without
supplies, I’m
definitely
going to do what I can to make
sure they have them, even if it
comes out of my own pocket.” 

Nevins

Karen
Frohwein,
House of
Compassion

“Even if
you’re not
poverty level,
it’s expensive
to send your
kids back to school.”

Frohwein

National surveys estimate 
about 91 percent of teachers 
purchased supplies for their 

students during the 2014-15 school
year, spending an average of $279.

How it was reported:
This series contains infor-

mation from interviews with
parents, teachers, principals,
and administrators in the
Marshalltown School Dis-
trict; administrators in neigh-
boring school districts; and
Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad.
Other sources include school
budget records and data from
the United States Census Bu-
reau and Iowa Department of
Education.
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DES MOINES – Add some
value to your future forest, with
the High-Value Hardwood spe-
cialty packet from Iowa’s State
Forest Nursery. 

“The packet consists of five
tree species selected for their po-
tential to generate future in-
come,” said State Forester Paul
Tauke. He added, “Iowa forests
grow the finest hardwoods in the
world. Log buyers come from all
over Europe and Asia to
sawmills and log yards through-
out the state to purchase our best,
biggest and most valuable hard-
wood trees. Iowa wood product
businesses produce over $4 bil-
lion dollars in products, em-

ployee over 18,000 Iowans, and
have a payroll of over $900 mil-
lion dollars.”

This High-Value Hardwood
packet is available this month
only. Cost for the 250 bare-root
seedlings is $110, the same price
as a regular 200-seedling packet.
The High-Value Hardwood
packet includes 50 each of the
following:

White Oak: White oak pro-
vides strong durable wood and is
one of Iowa’s most important
timber species. It is used for rail-
road ties, flooring, mine timbers,
furniture and whiskey barrels. It
makes excellent firewood and
produces acorns for wildlife
food. 

Red Oak: Red oak provides
hard, strong and heavy wood. It
is widely used for furniture, cab-
inets, veneer, flooring, lumber
and agricultural implements. It
makes excellent firewood and
produces acorns for wildlife
food. 

Black Walnut: Black walnut
is the undisputed champion of all
Iowa trees in terms of wood
value. Individual black walnut
trees in Iowa have sold for as
much as $20,000 to $30,000.
Walnut trees of that quality and
value are the exception rather
than the rule, but they do exist.
Black walnut wood is hard,
durable and easy to machine and
finish. It is prized for veneer, fine

furniture, gunstocks and luxury
car steering wheels.

Black Cherry: Black cherry
provides moderately hard and
heavy wood that works easily,
takes a fine finish and seldom
warps. It is used in balances, pre-
cision scientific instruments, fine
furniture, cabinets, interior trim,
pianos, organs and caskets.

Bur Oak: Bur oak produces
wood very similar to white oak.
It is hard, durable and used for
railroad ties, flooring, mine tim-
bers, furniture and whiskey bar-
rels.

Start the New Year off right
by ordering trees that; when
planted this spring, will leave a
valuable financial and conserva-

tion legacy for your children and
grandchildren.

To take advantage of this
offer, call the State Forest Nurs-
ery at 800-865-2477 between 8
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. and mention
the “High-Value Hardwood
packet.” Landowners purchasing
this packet will receive delivery
in the spring. The packet
seedlings are between 8 and 24
inches, depending on the tree or
shrub species. 

Each month, the State Forest
Nursery creates a different spe-
cialty packet to offer a unique
mix of tree and shrub species for
that month only. This month’s
specialty packet is only available
through Jan. 31, 2016.  Look for

an announcement of next
month’s specialty packet Feb. 2.

Anyone can purchase
seedlings from the Iowa State
Forest Nursery for CRP projects,
to increase wildlife habitat, pol-
linator potential or diversify
backyard woodlands. More than
40 species are available from the
nursery. Seedling choices, in-
cluding photos and descriptions,
can be seen in the seedling cata-
log at
www.iowadnr.gov/seedlingcata-
log

For more information about
this monthly special or other tree
and shrub seedlings, contact the
Iowa DNR State Forest Nursery
at 800-865-2477.   

Make a financial investment with the high-value hardwood


